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. Honour, defy Bribery, and be above Cor- 
option. He moſt be independent of all 
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1 For if a Man, whoſe Way of Trade 
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daes, 1 ſhall lea ue yourſelves to compare 
em, and draw ſuch Inferences as" you 
(hall judge proper: But one Thing is cat». 
dein, that dhe chief Support of our Tyrant 
Minifter- is Perſons: who only pretend to 
Wuiggiſm, to ſerve a Turn. Far be it 
rom mne | to: imagine, much leſs to ſuggeſt; = 
hat any Who nom offer the City their 


dervice, am, or have eber been, titted. += 
ith ſoch perbicious vile Prineiples; but it 


. tbe u öf every one to be careful on 
eatbat y ſich ſhould creep into Power; and 
only ſuch ought to be truſted, whoſe Zeal 
far our preſent happy Conſtitution has been 
oſten ex 


Conſtitution. But enough of this. 
: Thirdly, A Repreſentative of a Royal 


that 


perienced. Liberty is a Bleſſinga - 
| bove all Purchaſe; to be free, is to be 
happy; and, I dare ſay, none would give _ 
[it up that know its Value; and only ſuch 
| as capable of doing it, whole Principles 
lead them to be Enemies to the Briti ſ5 


Borough, much more of a Royal City, the 
Metropolis of a Kingdom, ought to be one 
tbat is perfectly well acquainted with its 
Trade, with its Intereſt, and with what, 
in every Refpe&, concerns its Advantage, 
This is ſo eſſential, that, without it, no- 
ching but Diſgrace can be reflected upon 
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are the common Arts of Quacks; but a Mat} e. 
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Au perſwaded, is deſigned by none of you to 
Merve a Job. I know you diſdain the little 
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Choice which you are ſoon to make, let it 
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And now, upon the Whole, you are to; 
a5 member, that it was by the good Will. 
of: your Fellow-Citizens, that you, Gen- 
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ly : Therefore, as your own, and the Na- 
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who have given you, and the reſt of you oor 
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their Conduct and Experience in public = 
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ve-anbther, This continued to the U- 


eien. By the Union, the City of 
Ae urgh is limited to one Member; and, 
ec fame Treaty, all the Privileges of 
Royal Boroughs are declared tobe kept 
2 ntire; therefore it ſeems plain, that t "= 


ment, as the Merchants are to 


Eon of dhe Two Kingdoms without an 


u Craftſmen are intitled to have a Member e 
>lefted. from their Body per vices with 


[the Merchants. But this is exactly hand- 


fled in a late Paper, intitled, The Caſe fits 
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; J to put this Right, which yet ſubſiſts in the 
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I %, Tben, it is plain, that, as all 
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e preſumed, that the Reaſon of it does 
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Dis I than that the Reaſons TN that 
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by one of their own Number, . ſtillfublifls 
for, by the Set of the Town, the OA, - m 
of the Council conſiſts of Merchants; ole 
that, without it had been expreſly provid 
they could never have propoſed one Re 
ſentative. And this ſhews the Wildomnal 
_ thoſe who ſo wiſely took Care th oh 
the Majority of the Council to ele 
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| fiſts; and conſequently. the La ite 
in full Force, elle the Trades are roh 
of their moſt valuable Privilege, for ulfW 
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geſſes of the City, and had before ever th 
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was not at that Time, Whether a Trade] Ri 
man might be elected or not, but to ſecur| am 
dis Election ? Which is expreſly done] 
Therefore, as the Reaſon of the Law fil 
ſubſiſts, as that Law is unrepealed, ya * 


has had the Sanction of Parliament to cop} Me 


firm it, it is certainly binding, and of fil 
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pole; for it would have been leaving 
eropolis of Srotland a Prey to do- 
Mek Diſſention, and kindling anew that 
Flame which ſo wiſe a Law had ſo happi- 
rr EEE 
From theſe Conſiderations, and many 
others which are too tedious here to re- 


of the worthy Citizens, it is plain that the 
Right of having a Repreſentative in Parli- 
ament, is yet in the incorporated Craftſmen. 
The only Queſtion then is, If it is to be 
per vices with the Merchants? Or if the 
Treaty of Union, limiting this City to one 
| Member to ſerve in Parliament, has ren- 
tred Things ſo vague, that, without Di- 


Man 
alate 


idudl 


110% 


_  finRtion,-a Merchant or a Craftſman may 
er, i] be choſen as the Majority of the Council 
As to this, it is ſcarce agreeable to com- 


Don Senſe, to ſuppoſe that Things are in 
uch a Situation; for the plain Language 


peat, but will occur to the thinking Part 


i >; 4 


ol it is, You, Ga * Ming 
and ſhall never have one of. you. to. nhl 94 : 
Go nt this City, This would. ir ae tray of i 
Wa uing in any, other Cale; a 

EY hall ths that formerl 5 . ag by oi 
1 — Provoſts in this Cit 1 
bout the Time that the I; the 
was framed, was ſtrenuoſſy 7 
at leaſt, that the Conveener bf. the Trad 
ſhould have a Provoſt's Power, "the one f 
which to be elected from the Merchan 
the other from the Craftſmen, and that i 
Act ſhould afterwards limit the City 9 
the Choice of one. Would it ever hatt 
entred into a wiſe Man's Head, becauſe d 
this Limitation, - for ever after · to exclud 
a pProvoſt from the Craftſmen, to ſerve pa 

- Bices? or ſay, That it was enough that. 

_ Craftſman was capable to be elected into 
that high Office, while it was well knom 
that the Majority of the Council, being 
Merchants, would ſtill retain ſo great i| 
Pruſt amongſt themſelves? How would 
. the wiſe — of Rome have reſents 

| ſuch Uſeage, if it had ſo happened thi 
they had agreed to have only one Conſi 
But, in ſhort, how can it be agreeable 
common Senſe ; therefore, as the Limits 

tion by the: Articles of Union, equally g q 
. both the E and the Craitl 5 

men 
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„ E have Xl a Title with 
—_—crchans to be repreſented in Parlia- 
—_ which;.can be no otherwiſe done 
—ſernatcly:; and, per vices, L could il- 
r this by a Variety of Examples, fomg 
5 Wy hich might be taken from Shires in 
ad, who {ſend up Members to Parli- 
* „. Per ©ices. But I think It is alrear _ 
FE n f 
bope it will appear, from theſe Conſide- 8 
5 Mons, that the Gentleman- Merchant can- 
} wot, at this Time, be elected; for it is the 


gow, to repreſent the City, a Right, which, 
Im confident they will inſiſt upon, nor 

up till a Britiſh Parliament decide it; 
ht ſhould, it would be acting unwor- 
| thy of themſelves, and unfaithful to their 


being oblige them to convey to Poſterity. 


Management of the City, will but only 
refle& on the diſmal Conſequences this E 


Gentleman continue to ſupport him; I am 
pf perfwaded, they have a greater Regard for 
1 the Peace and Quiet of that City which 
1.) bey govern, that they will never conſent 


WY & 


meng Y . ä they | 


: 0 Craftſmen Right to have one of their Body, x : 


into] Truſt ; it would be to betray that Liberty 
10m} and thoſe Privileges which fo many Ties 
Fat further, if theſe concerned in " 


lftion may produce, if the Friends of that | 


4 his Election. If the Trades, as no doubt 


* 1 > 


they will, shall Wy upon 4666 Ri it . 
then all that Diſſention and thoſe* Ai 
fities are kindled a new, Which in E. #7 
before have done ſuch Miſchief. T 15 1 8 
on alone, that makes Societies Aouriſhl 14 Bad 

when that is once broken, Ruin and ON 1750 
fuſion is the Conſequence. What a 
Game will this be, to thoſe who look * 

on you with an evil Eye ? and how Wl 
your Conduct be traduced, tho found 

on the wiſeſt Motives ? God forbid, „ 125 

the Conſequences enſue which may NI ed 
jiuſtly dreaded: The united Voice of th| wh 

Izncorporations is by far the greateſt in the] fon 

City, they are able to defend themſelves] fine 
their juſt Rights are in danger of being: tha 
for ever, and it is not to be thought they] mii 
will tamely give them up, without the Def you 
cCiſion of the higheſt Courts. Would it not] no! 
therefore be much more expedient to drop] wh 
a Man who may do the City eminent Ser| 
vice in the ſeveral Offices of theMagiſtracy| yo 
and effectually recommend himſelt to the] rid 
good Graces of all by his future Condudiſ Ch 
and, at this Time, agree to the EleQiol| ani 
of a Man in every Reſpe& unexception| up 
able? This will prevent all the diſmal Co it 
| ſequences, which, on good Grounds, anf for 
to be apprehended : It will quiet tht] a 
Minds of every one: It will cement that. 
1 Hat 
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] 1 E. od Peace 1 is the i 


We: and which, alone, can make 
V ouriſh : It. will make your Names 
ded as the happy Inſtruments of reſto- 


* * 4 This Borough to its ancient Splendour; 


i 
the 
1 the 
Ives, 
lol 
they 
De- 


t not 
any 


by ts Means, it is no diſtant Sup- 


Jon, to think that you will gain more, 


oh i Wat. leaſt, Forty Years to come, than 
p Mos can propoſe by carrying an Election 
Vi I the: Favours of a Merchant-Councillor. 


Having thus ſhortly ſtated Matters of 
A Fu. I ſhall now go on to conſider an Ob- 


which is made ſuch a mighty Handle of by 


ſome, and . which weighs with many that 


lncerely intend the Good of the City, and 


that is, that the Gentleman- Merchant is no- 
minated by a certain noble Peer, to whom 


you had pawned your Faith and your Ho- 

nour, that you would be for the Man 

whom he ſhould pleaſe to nam. 
Now, take this in any Shape you will, 


you will allow me to ſay it is abſurd and . 


ridiculous ; for, Hrſt, That noble Patriot's 


Character i is ſo well eſtabliſhed, ſo amiable 


and fair in the Eſteem of all, and founded 5 5 
| upon ſuch a bright Circle of Virtues, that 
[it is not poſſible ſo ſtrenuous a Champion 1 
| for Liberty ſhould invade your's. Could 

a Man, who had Hacrificed ſo many * 8 
is ab = 


ection to the Election of a Craftſman, 


—_ For do they not know how ſtridhf , 
the Commons of Great Britain hat 


= gps ſurely they, who ſo raſhly lay ſuchs 


Auaalam Magnatum in the higheſt Senſe ; and 


| Safety, they will give over impoſing upot 
| | the Publick, by ſpreading about ſuch vil 


. 4 ; 0 * * av * * 
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I 2, een 
able Places, ana he poſſeſſed With e 
Dignity and Honour to maintain 
Freedom, would he now ſeek you tans 
to reſign it ? It is ungenerous to infill 
fo unkind a Propoſal, as much às 1 
de below his great Spirit, to ente 
men reflect, what Diſgrace they throw aj hai 
on that illuſtruous Man, and how "they, 
would make the World believe that 1 
was involved in a Kind of treaſonablePragh gs 


provided againſt any Peer's influencing 5 
Flections ? What is it that the Natial ; 
_ xotnplains ſo loudly of, but undue Ine 
Ence e But this would be undue Influence, | . 
with a Witneſs, and would ſcarce have 1 
Parallel in Hiſtory,  - | 
lam aſhamed to talk on this Subject 


Crime to that great Man's Charge, ma 
de afraid of a Proſecution ; for it is cas 


4 hope, for their own Honours, as wells 


Teandalous Aſperſions. But, further, hoy 
comes it to be afferted, that the Incorpo- 


mention of this City had pawned their Faid 2 
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nd Honour to be for the Man to repreſent 
em in Parliament, whom a certain noble 


Je ſhould name. Surely theſe Gentle- 
Tens Memories are as ſhort as they would 


Fave the Underſtandings of their Fellow- 


Citizens to be ſhallow. No ſuch Promiſe 
was ever paſt; and, if it had, it would 

have been rejected with Diſdain. It would 

re argued an inſufferable Weakneſs to 
make ſuch a Propoſal, and a yet more ri= 


| devlous one to accept it. All that the ſe | 


Mari to repreſent them in Parliament, as 
ley tad Reaſon to think was the leaſt bi- 

1 by 

| th Grace highly applauded : But was this 


uming a Man? Was this a Promiſe to vote 


u they were directed? No, therefore ſuch 


Tongues, that give themſelves the'Libers 


ty thus to miſrepreſent the faireſt and tile 


| teſt intended Actions, ſhould'be for ever 


umb, leaſt they expoſe themſelves; for a 
Liſe ſupported in ſuch a Manner ſhews 
W 


* 7 


2 


d, for Argument's Sake; ſuppoſe” that 
j! 8 


weral Iu corporations agreed to, was to a 
ſire his Grace the Duke of Argyle, that 
as far as their Influence could reach, they 
 yould only promote the Intereſt of ſuch a 


private Views; which Reſolution 3 


t us again view this in another Light; 


[ ad: ] 


his Grace had indeed nominated that Gen 


tleman- Merchant to repreſent this City ii 


Parliament. Let us think upon the Conſe , 
quences of this with Regard to this City n. 


1s it ſunk ſo very low? Are your Mag 
ſtrates and Council to receive their Dire] , 


tions in.a Matter of this Importance from] ;,; 


I Intereſt of your City, Men of ſo very loy 


Capacity, fo very low in their Underſtas| ; 
ding, as, in their own Judgment, t6 be iv 
capable to make a proper Choice of a fit} 
| Perſon to repreſent them in Parliament? 

Is it poſſible they could be ſo mean-ſpirited| . 
to ſacrifice the Honour and Independenc | ; 
of the metropolitan City of Scorland?], 


Could the ſmalleſt, the moſt contempt ible 


Borough in Great Britain ſubmit to a work | ,, 
Treatment? Could the Proprietor of Old| 
Sarum, a Borough conliſting of a few How | 
ſes, all the Property of one Man, where 


all the Voters are abſolute Dependents and 
Tenants at Will, could this abſolute Lord 


of the Soil treat his Voters worſe ? Is] 


the City of Edinburgh, which uſed to have 


ſo great Influence over the other Borough 
that City which has always exerted itſelh, 
not only to preſerve its own Independer-| 

cp, but alſo the Independency of all the 


1 Boroughs? 


any Peer whatſoever ? - Are thoſe who arel * 
intruſted with the Rights, Privileges, and 


en 
J 11 
nie 
ity, 
agi 
recs 


| gi 
and the free Exerciſe of your Reaſon? .'To 
make a Sacrifice of the Rights and Privi- 


27 


Boroughs? Is this metropolitan Head of all 
the reſt reduced to ſo very low an Ebb as 
to ſubmit to a Treatment which hardly a- 
'ny other Borough in Scotland would bear 

with Patience? Could the Recommenda- 
tion of any great Man perſwade you to 

ive up your Right of private Judgment, 


leges of yeur Fellow-Citizens, and of the ; 


ta] Independency. of the City itſelf? Are 


you reduced to ſo low a State of Vaſlallage 

and Dependency? ſunk in your Reputation 
lower than the meaneſt trading Borough in 
the Kingdom?. Is this the Example Which 
the Metropolis of our Country is to ſet 


to the reſt of the Boroughs, to make a Sur- "n 
render of their Freedom and Independen- _ 

ey, to give up the free Uſe of their Reaſon 

in the Choice of thoſe who are to repre- 


ent them, that great and valuable Privi- 


| ad Incorporations of the good Town had 

ed the Part which is now inſinuated they 
ade Or if his Grace the Duke of Argyle 
tad nominated a Man? So that, tur 


05. 


lege which diſtinguiſhes Freemen from 

Slaves? To give up this eſſential Mark _ 
| and ſure Badge of Liberty! Would not all 
theſe be juſt Concluſions, if the Magiſtrates 


n this 


be directed in their Choice of Repreſents 


porated Craftſmen of this City have an um 


ber elected per voices with the Merchants 


to the whole Body of the Inhabitants i 
general, and of the incorporated: Craft 0 
mien in particular. | 


Ters, at this Time, with a high Hand, and] p 


| very wiſe Man ought to have a good Enl| y; 
in View; but more eſpecially ought yo 
as publick Truſtces, to conſult the public 
Good, by voting for ſuch a Man only, a 
from long Experience, you are perſwadel 
will act from the beſt and moſt diſintete A 


LE | 
_ Obje Aion into any Shape you leaks, rh 
: ridiculous it is falſe and abſurd, 


_ Having thus laid down ſeveral Charad 
teriſticks, by which all Freemen ought tg 


tives to ſerve in Parliament; having fairly 
aud I think honeſtly, tated the Caſe noy 
in Debate; having proved that the incor k 


deniable Right to have one of, their Num] C 


and having removed the only Objection 
gainſt one of their Number being now cho 
| 1 ſhall conclude by addrefling mylel 


And now, Gentlemen, let me ask yo h 
5 . you can propoſe by carrying Mab| 


in Oppolition to the Incorporations? E 


ſted Motives, Sure I am, that a thoroupl|th 
Knowledge of a Man's Principles, and ſte 
> AGBSreace to them, i is the greateſt Me 
1 Wl 


tit] tire to influence Patriots to vote; a ſted- 

dy Conduct, an uniform Behaviour, has 
race Beauties to recommend itſelf to every eon- 
t to ſidering Man. And ſhall you overlook this 


nte - beſt Qualification in a Candidate? What 


irlyſ is it can weigh with you now to refuſe your 


now] Aſſent to the Election of a Man whom you 


cob know deſerves ſo well of his Fellow-Citi- | 


un ens, Whoſe Ability you know, and whoſe 
Jun Capacity you have tried. Conſider this Af- 

ants] fair in any Light youpleaſe, and you'll find 
on that cool deliberate Reaſon will perſwade 


cho] you to ſupport that Gentleman, whoſe Inte» 


ry{et] grity is undoubted, whoſe Honeſty is appro- 
ts in] ved, Who has ſo good a Title to your Fa- 
raft] vour, as he has to the Eſteem of his Fellow: 
__ -]Citizens1n general. Let me ask you, Do you 
von think you will be better ſerved 2 Lay your 
Mad Hands upon your Hearts, and tell me if you 
„ and] propoſe it. Do you think you can cle& one 
E less liable to be corrupted ? Do you think 


d End] you can vote for a Man of a more [teddy 5 


t yoh| Conduct, or for one more ſincerely attached 
ablict} to our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment in 


ly, 8] Church and State? Can you think that Wiſs 


wadel dom, earned at the Expence of a good old 
inter] Age, will vecr about? Can you imagine, 
orougi| that a Life, which has been one uniform 


* e and ſtill employed for the Good by 


ſt Moſot this City, will now be ſo far decayed, 


Competition muſt alone determine the Mf 
ter; Merits which are to be coolly, fairlf|: 


be formed to any tolerable Degree of Cerf 


155 ned, that any Perſon, acting in a publich 
1 Capacity, can be ſo very weak or wicked 


to be arbitrarily and wantonly complimesſ. 


30 J N 
as to be b for its Intereſt: 2 th 
do you think, that the Fire of Youth] ; 
better calculated, than the Sedateneſs of 
Age, for maintaining the Dignity of you 1 
Repreſentative. 3 of 
Allow me to ſay, Gentlemen, this iſ 
ſerious Affair, and not to be trifled with — 

your Truſt, is of a publick Nature, oce 

_ tionally veſted in you, and not to aſe i 
any private End or Purpoſe whatſoë af u 
but for the general and common Good d Ti 

the City. And if it is ſo, then no Sol 
tation, no Influence of any Kind can hay Ds 
any Weight; the Merits of the Perſons uf 


the 


and ſtrictly weighed, and tried by the Ew 
£ peoricuce of former Services, the only Way 1 
whereby any juſt Judgment or Opinion cal 


tainty; for ſurely it can never be imag 


fo void of all Senſe of Duty and foci 
Virtue, as to look upon this as a privattſ 
Property, as a light Thing of no Momeii 


ted away. How many Arguments migli 
I here uſe, to perſuade you to give Honol 
3 Whom Honour is due. Is there no ons 


- ol that has ſeryed you well, and ſerved you 
th i} 1008) capable. of repreſenting you? What 
8 


; BY 
vithy 


{wet 
_— 1 { 
„4 Time, as it may create a Flame, which, 


olics 
hape 
nsSUll | 


aich 


e ER 
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abligſentlemen, let me therefore obteſt you to 
icked, 
ſocial 
Jr1vatt 
mei 
limes⸗ 
might 
ono 


9 
* 


tha” 


e become of all the Seniors in Office 2 
Hs Edinburgh reduced ſo low? Shall we ſay 
You sf it as Saluft did of Rome, when its fi- 
„nal Deſtruction was approaching, that it 
as like a barren Mother, and could not 
produce one Son capable to defend her? 
You ought further to conſider, and weigh 
revell the Conſequences of a Vote at this 


perhaps, may ſcarce be quenched in our 
Days. It is your Duty, by all Means, to 
nod the pernicious Conſequences which 
Mar may attend an Oppoſition: of Intereſts in 
the Place. And, thould this poor City be 

molved in unhappy Diſputes, relating to 
Matters of Right claimed by the greateſt 

n cbt of the Citizens, and withheld by others 
e Celathem, what Confuſion would enſue, and 
d how ruining muſt the Conſequences be? 


neigh this Matter with that Coolneſs and 
Deliberation which its Importance requires, 
ad think, if all the good Ends of an Elec- 


10 onder Country and of this City, to a in 


ton can be ſerved by promoting a Craftſ= 
man, and all rhe bad Conſequences of vo- 
ne for another avoided, it be not your 
Puy, as publick Truſtees, as Lovers of 
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ces, and heal your Diviſions. _— 
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ſuch a Shape as will cement all Diff 


But now, let me addreſs the inco 1 you 


rated Craftſmen of this City. You, 


tlemen, are particulary concerned; this e 


great Deal in the utmoſt Hazard, and u 


the Management of publick Affairs. I 
dndeniable that you had a Title to h 


this City in Parliament. It is as undetj 
dle, that this was particularly given ya L 


Tet me then ask, if you have forfeif 
this Right, By what Law is it taken fi» 


now to quit yourſelves like Men, tot 


| irideed a Crifis, a Time when you have 


leſs you vigorouſly exert yourſelves noy 
may, nay certainly will loſe it for ever iq 
the moſt valuable of your Privileges, 4 
that Weight which you ought to have 


"3 one of your Number a Repreſentative lf: 


| becauſe, the Majority of the Council. 
ing Merchants, you could ſcarce expel} ui 
Majority of Votes for a Candidate wi_hW 
you ſhould name from among yourſelte yo 


| you? If you have not incurred any Faq» 
feiture as to your Title, it ſtill remus 
and is what now you ought ſtrenuouſſj i . 
ĩinſiſt upon, for a Preſcription may be pl 
ded if this Vice paſs ; therefore you ouf 


| pear in Support of your juſt Privileges, WW 
abt den by alljfiable Me 


ou deſerve the Name of Men, if yon 
aconcerned for your Liberty 2 - Can 
vol 150 deſerve the Name of free Citizens, 1 
old you. fail to maintain what Rights the Law, 
eds in you? Can you be true to Poſteriy 


e ik they ſhould fail, and your unhag- 
u gy Hays be pointed: out, as the;diſmal. A. 
11 


- 


onl 16; when: the incorporated Craftſmen of 
a burgh ceafed to make a Figure in 
aol de World, by tamely allowing thelr greas 
ol tt Privilege to die away, without Oppo- 
E , or ſtriving+to remedy the Evil; 1 
hate perſwaded you have all more Spirit 
e el von are all warmer for che Intereſts. of your 


ent d ieties; you have all Juſter;Notions,:of Sa 
val Tings, than allow yourſelves to be thus 
146} uſed therefore be ſtrong, quit yourſelves — 
elt 4 2 Men. 5 Lay Inſtructions upon your 


Deacons, to vote only for the Man whonr 


ho 10 mW 
you have named from among yourſelves, 


elve 
feith| and Pr. 
Fe 


ging to your Directions, or they ſhow 


ma 
IL 
; pl 


ad proteſt againſt a Merchant's being art 


- But, let me tell you, Gentlemen, that 4 
por Deacons are obliged to vote accor- 


ttemſelves of a Stamp which 1 ſhall not 5 | 


ont Members of Parliament, and you 


1 ave avowedly. maintained, that a Mem- 


2 1 A. * ; g | 
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